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When the seas rose, genetic codes were smashed. Now, 
human settlements are ringed by a dense wilderness, from 
which ferocious new animal species prey on the helpless. The 
high ground belongs to the rich and powerful, who overlook 
Swampland shantytowns from their fortresslike cities. Iron- 
fisted rule ensures order and allows the wealthy to harvest the 
poor as slaves. Welcome to the world of Orchid. 





She doesn't speak 
to us She doesn't 
even look at us 


„ана Im stil not 
certain whether 


we're her quests. 





Dee dee da, dee 
dee da...A HORSE 
TUST 15, AND Í JUST. 
The old woman who lives 4 EE TRE OTL AND Al E 
here is quite insane. She EACH CAN SURVIVE, ВАЛЕ You 
este ош to the big four- Жаа» 77 ES ES 
legged creature call ONE ANOTHER... 


"Radius" her ара 

















ramblings аге а hypnotizing 
constant, day and night. 





we are her 
prisoners. 

















This Radius The girl, ) She has every 











is bizarre in Orchid, is right to be 

its own right. so lovely, / gram After all 

First beast but her E, | І got them 

Ive i anger is | into this 

seen of his | palpable. ( y 

size that | 8 / / е J 
wasn't trying k Ж € 
to disembowel AN 


ай within sight. 


HIS ANKLE 


SEEMS ТО ВЕ 
HEALING NICELY, ehz 
WE SHOULD PROBABLY 
THINK ABOUT LEAVING 
SOON, І. SUPPOSEZ 


For all her eccentricities, our host/captor has somehow гі an ancient oil reserve tank 
to provide warmth and protect the grounds from the horrore lurking beyond the perimeter. 
Set \ 


ср 
ка a № 
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In this strange oasis in the Deep 
Wild, the days pass in relative peace. 


But Tve already 
overstayed. I must get 
to Fortress Рение! 
Anzio's to be executed 


= the old woman 
Mores ем 

inquiry, АСЫ ще 
every question... 


BACK THERE IN THE WOODS? 


Shum shurti Shum о РЕВ... 

N SOLDIERS STILL AND 

J ORDERLY, ARM ТО ARM 
AND KNEE TO KNEE, 

WAITING FOR_THE 

GREAT EVENT... 





` 
We had no idea the `“ 


had twisted his 
le and fallen behind. 


By the time 
we discovered 
he was missing, 
there was 
nothing we 
could do. 





unexpected 
happened. 


—— 
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everywhere. 


= 
But miraculously the 
— = 4 EEE 
carnage. Blood p Boy еп aides 





WELL, THAT'S 
CERTAINLY 
SOMETHING 
YOU DON'T 
SEE EVER) 
DAY. 


We couldn't believe our eyes: 
Apparently, the old woman had 
somehow felled the creature 
and driven the others off 
Impossible. = 


g s 


She casually skinned the 
beast, ignoring our presence. 2 





The boy was in shock 4 ip | And the strange 
and remembered nothing. / Y я , old woman would 
4 À ed no light. 
ит, Т/М SIMON. THIS 
IS ORCHID. AND YEHZU. 
WHAT HAPPENEDZ `) 
WHO ARE YOUZZ 


PLACE TO LI 
LITTLE ONE BEHIND... 


WAIT! WHERE'S 
THE MASKZ/ Т 
HAD IT WHEN 
WE WERE IN THE 
TREES. MUST'VE 
FALLEN! OM 
МОУ \т...\т... 


ІТ SEEMS 351485 WELL, IT 
LOOKS LIKE WE'RE 
GOING TO HAVE 


GUESTS, RADIUS. 
DOES THAT BOTHER 
YOU MUCH, MY, 
FRIENDZ NO, YOUR 
SUPPER WILL NOT 
BE LATE. T'LL SEE 
TO THAT... 





I'VE HAD ENOUGH 
OF YOU! THIS 15 YOUR 
БАМ ANU WHYZ Т 
CARE ABOUT 
NESE STUPID 
REBELLION 


You SIT 
THERE... TUST 
SCRIBBLING 


LIKE A 
CHILDS 


YEHZU. NOW WE HAVE 
NOTHING! NO HOPE, 
NOWHERE TO GO. 
NOTHING. 


AND I'VE нар ENOUGH 


er sus PLACE, EN 


les 
een О 


NN бб Sen 
WE'RE LEAVING. 
COME, YEHZU... 


ORCHID! STAY. 
WHERE YOU ARE. 
BEING UNWANTED, 

UNLOVED, UNCARED 
FOR, FORGOTTEN BY 
EVERYBODY...THAT IS 
A GREATER HUNGER 
THAN STARVATION, 
A GREATER DANGER 
THAN THE WILD. 





I, TOO, 

HAVE KNOWN 
GREAT LOSS, GIRL-- 
LOSS THAT DOES 
NOT LESSEN, 
SORROW THÁT 
NEVER FADES. 


I ма: МЕРА 
CHINA'S CONCUBINE. 
HE WAS MY 
LOVE. 


О WHO! 
YOUR MASK 
BELONGED. 


DID NOT 
COME TO 
THIS CABIN 
BY ACCIDENT 
OR DESIGN. 
І AM HERE... 
SERVING 
PENANCE. 





кааап еы + FOR GENERATIONS, THEY SAID, 
WE WERE ADRIFT ON THE DERELICT STEAM! 
SURVIVING AMONG А LOST AND BRUTAL PEOPLE. 






“WHEN RAM'S PLAGUE “BUT АТИ 


TOOK MY PARENTS, X ONE OF 
МА: NSELESS БЕР SAVED 
AGAINST THE RAPE MOBS. LIFE... 







“KIMATHI WAS WISE [IN 
MEASURE AND LOVEU HIS St 
ANU ME WITHOUT CONDITION.” 












REMEMBER, CHILDREN, 
EVIL ENTERS LIKE A SPLINTER 
AND SPREADS LIKE AN OAK 
THE MOMENT OF 
DECISION, "WILL YOU PUT YOUR. 
CAUSE BÉFORE YOUR LIFE, OR 
YOUR, Mire BEFORE YOUR CAUSE? 
O ONE CAN CHOOSE FOR Д 
PSU ENOUGH FOR TODAY 
„ОРА, THERE IS A LITTLE SOUP 
LEFT. T WILL EAT TOMORROW. 


“KIMATHI'S SON, EN PESE 
WAS CHINA. AND 


' 
А ВОЎ, HE WAS CLEVER, 
STRONG, АМ? RIGHTEOUS. 










"UNTIL ONE DAY, THE 
“CHINA AND TIDES ER 05 


Т ВЕСАМЕ TOWARD AN 
INSEPARABLE. T 4 UNEXPECTED SIGHT... 


"AND AS THE YEARS PASSED, WE CARVED 
MOMENTS OF ESS OU 
THE HELLISH LIFE ABOARD THE BARGE. 








“THE PARADISE OF DRY LAND 
ONLY 


Е THRILLED ТО SET ЕО! 
ON SOLID 2 FOR = 


“AND THESE CREATURES | 
DID NOT APPEAR 
THE FAIRY TALES. 


p >. = AS 





“IT WAS еми 
THROI 


KIMATHI'S Sick 
THINKIN T 


WE ESCAPED ТЫ - 
FIRST e da ó ~ 
| | 22 а. Г. ый 
“BUT THE HUNT WENT j Е 
ОМ АМР ОМ. МЕ - a J 
THOI 
T DAY. 


1 一 


я 


Ps € 
N N 
P ^e» 


N 





THESE YESSS. 9 SAVE MER FOR МЕ, 
AIN'T BRIDGE OF š 
FOLK, ZODOR. THAT. ` HER. 
I'M ALL SURE 
ON IT. 





"CHINA BEAT 
THE FOOL 
SENSELESS. 


“дыр TH; 
БРЕНА Sr 


YOU DARE DEFY 
MEZ 2Ha-haz 
REALLYZ PO 

YOu?2 


FLERE ASE: 
ZODOR, 
USED ON 


“ТНЕ ACCURSED THING 
TORE MY DEAR KIMATHI TO 
PIECES...FROM THE INSIDE.” 


"BUT WHEN 225 
SLIPPED THE НОО! 
OVER CHINA MEAD...” 


R TH 
CRUEL PLEASURE. 








“WHEREVER THE INNOCEN' 
WERE THREATENED... 


TOMO 
WOLFE DEMANDS 
HIS TAXES! IT’S 
SIMPLE, GREENFOOT 
SCUM...IF YOU DON'T 
PAY, YOU DIE? 


IND THE 


SÖLDIERS OF 
TOMO WOLFE 
BELIEVEU HE 
HUMAN, BUT 


APPARITION... 













=. TODAY THE BRIDGE PEOPLE ( THIS IS OUR 
Маню AY ит Й HOUR!’ : 
ANGER... AC ° Ж 
| f > ; # " 








"BUT WOLFE WAS 
NOT CONTENT WITH A 
MILITARY VICTORY. 


— —— 


| 
= “ТО CRUSH THE REBELLION, НЕ HAD = 
| TO BREAK GENERAL CHINA'S WILL.” [aas ` 


a — > А‏ سے 


UAINTANI 
RAL" CHINA. 
YOU HAVE CAUSED 
ME...SOME 


„St 
CONCERN. 


A LEADI -LIKI 

YOURSELF. Т АМ 

MAKING YOU AN 
OFFER. 


I AM WILLING TO 
CALL AN END TO THESE 
SENSELESS HOSTILITIES. 
I WILL SPARE THE LIVES 

OF EVERY MAN, Wi 


AND CHILD ON TI 





I'VE HEARD 
RUMORS THAT THIS 


мов [e] 
UNIQUELY GIFTED. І 
THAT TRUEZ 


AND... 
EEK BOT THE YOU CAN SAVE 
MASK ON YOURSELF. 
HIM. NOW. 


HE'S 
DYING 
ANYWAY. 


JUST ONE 
INNOCENT 
MAN. 


JUST ONE 
INNOCENT 
MAN. 


ONE 


HA HA МА 
Ж” 





"EBD CHINA 


HE ЕР ALL 
OF US. THE UPRISING 
WAS FINISHED. 





Bo шен: ў АЕ WAS A то 


Е WAI 
TERRIBLE. THING. TO 
LOSE YOURSELF... ЈЕ Об 
REALLY LOSE YOURSELE.. 
YOU ARE GONE FOREVER. 








"I FLED INTO THE WILD 
WITH RADIUS. T'LL SPEND 
THE REST OF MY LIFE HERE, 
IN ISOLATION AND SHAME-— 
EACH DAY A PENANCE FOR 
ALL THOSE LIVES WASTED 
WITH NOTHING GAINED." 


SO, CAN YOU Ам? 
HELP US EIND THE MASK, 
ANZIOZ HOW 


NO. I'VE SAID IT'S SO SAD. La la lee, la la lo. 
TOO MUCH. оо YOU... YOU 
NOW. YOU ARE D МЕ 


STAY DOWNWIND OF THE CYPRESS 
VALLEY AND YOU MIGHT маке IT 
TO THE TUNNELS! THERE'S A 
CHANCE YOU'LL SURVIVE IF 
YOU STAY TOGETHER! 


WELL. 





м 
ENTRANCE 


TO THE 
TUNNELS... 








E-MAIL US AT: ORCHID eD DARKKORŜECOM 
WRITE TO US AT: THE SHADOW) REBEL READER 
C/O DARK HORSE COMICS 10955 SE MAIN STREET, MIUNAUKIE, OR 97222 








comic, ic. That aside, I really likedit it. Its quiten! world you've thrown 
“usinto. F ш кып р ofit. Countmei ine 

Ç "Still Ragin; 
Sebastian Essex 
Mountain Wilderness 











ERE s know that l find Orchid po 


Even though this letter column is running in the Orchid #3: У 
72 ` arid afresh breather from the glut of superhero comics onthe 


issue, on sale in December, we're writing this column in 


October=therelease month of Orchid 1, which was launched market. Really love the fact that you guys make each issue avail- 
al м 
th Keep Up the good wor ` 


with much fanfare at New York Comic Con. There, Tom and ` `: 
Scott were on hand to meet their first fans and sign issue n. 5 
and Tom even performed for Comic Con attendees. їе also. `= 
just found out that issue #1 sold out, which is a thrilling and ` 
encouraging way to launch a new comics series, Please con- + 
tinue to write in and we'll run your letters here. + ОН world А Thank youfor уш letters and feedback. Hopefully ou 

` 22 ijoyed the free music that Tom composed specially as a 


soundtrack for issue“ #2, entitled “The Deluge: Now, please 

Orchid, ai = check out: thefree musicfrom Tom for thisi issue, 

So, I'm in the LCS yesterday (Rock Bottom us Fayetteville, IE š mati 

ARI) and Orchid #7 caught my eye. ldneverheardofitsolpieked = TE 

itup and noticed the name on the bottom. Tom Morello... ; hmm ee 
«Calm Like a Bomb" Тот? No way! So yeah, 1 gave it a shot. A 

its not everyday that one of your favorite musicians puts out a. 






= "Mushfiqur Rahman 
=D aka, Bangladesh 









is about to get | more interesting. 





EACH ISSUE WILL 
FEATURE NEW MUSIC BY 
TOM MORELLO. 


FOR MORE DETAILS, VISIT 


NIGHTWATCHMANMUSIC.COM. 


CLICK THE ORCHID BANNER AND 
ENTER THE ISSUE 3 PASSWORD: 


ORCHID S9/ 





bas! 





rral 
he scimitar- wielding beast master Don Ва 


tl 
Ва Orchid#4 on sale January 11, 2012 





GET EXCLUSIVE, NEW MUSIC BY 
Ç m Lo Ша 





VIS! Т! к" — CON 
AND USE THIS CODE: 


(ШИ 


